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Ancestry.com 
Message 
Boards
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Search or filter by:

1. Surname

2. Location

3. Topic

Ancestry Message Boards
The world's largest online genealogy community with over 25 Million posts on more than 198,000 boards

A Message Board is a place for the community of users to:

1. Do research – view questions and answers that others 
have posted

2. Ask questions and (hopefully) get answers
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How to run a Privacy Checkup
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On a computer:
• Click on your picture in the top-right corner
• Then, click on “Setting & privacy”
• Click on “Privacy Checkup”

On a phone:
• Click on Menu (3 horizontal bars at bottom)
• Then, click on “Settings & privacy”
• Click on “Privacy Checkup”
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Profile information – you control what information to share about yourself
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Audience – you control who sees your posts
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Blocking – you can block individuals from seeing your posts
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Specify who is allowed to send you a “friend request”
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Keep your account secure
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Have a unique password, that you don’t share, and change 
periodically.

Set up two-factor authentication – FB will ask for a code 
and your password if they see an attempted login from an 
unrecognized device or location



Facebook Groups

• A Facebook Group is a place for people to share their common interests, express their opinions, 
discuss issues, share relevant content, ask questions, etc.

• There are millions of different Facebook Groups on a diversity of topics!
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Facebook Genealogy Groups – Leverage! Leverage! Leverage!

• General genealogy groups
• Location groups – U.S. states, countries, etc.

• Lineage Society groups
• Genetic genealogy groups
• Ethnic genealogy groups
• Translation assistance groups

Italian, Prussian, German, Irish, Swedish, Mennonite, Ohio, Indiana, 

Norwegian, Cherokee, Lithuanian, Czech, South African, Belarus, 

Chicago, Welsh, Puerto Rican, Finnish, Tennessee, New York, 

Australian, Polish, Mexican, Quaker, Dutch, Ukrainian, Ontario, Croatian, 

Latvian, Missouri, New Brunswick, Central Europe, County Cork, Cuban, Mayo 

Family, Malta,…..and the list goes on…..

# of members

Click 
to 
Join
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Example: Irish Genealogy groups
How do you find the groups?
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Example: Jewish Genealogy groups
How do you find the groups?
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Example: Getting something translated

Find a translation group 
that you want to try

Post a question and insert the document that you 
want translated – I wanted a translation of the death 
notice for my 3x great-grandmother.

Someone will respond with a translation 
– in the case above, within 5 hours!
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Example of getting a DNA question answered

Someone 
responded with 
step-by-step 
instructions on 
how to triangulate 
DNA matches!
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Genealogist Katherine Willson has compiled 16,700+ 
Facebook genealogy links

Facebook sites listed by:
• State
• Country
• Adoption by State
• Ethnicity
• Lineage Societies
• Military
• Misc. genealogy resources

Katherine Willson Homepage: https://socialmediagenealogy.com/See her list at: https://moonswings.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/genealogy-on-facebook-jan-2021.pdf 19



What kind of information is available in your group?
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Discussion

• A place to ask questions (or help others with suggestions)
• A place to post stories
• A place to provide relevant updates or information about events
• A place to learn about helpful web sites or databases
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Files
• Members post documents, presentations, lists, photographs –

there are some hidden gems in there!

A presentation on Posen - - from IAJGS

An 1835 address book for Posen

22



23



Genealogy Channels on YouTube

YouTube is a powerful educational and 
documentary resource for just about everything, 
including genealogy!

Go to this link for a list of some Genealogy 
Channels on YouTube:  

https://moonswings.files.wordpress.com/2022/
02/genealogy-on-youtube-23-feb-2022.pdf
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Genealogy Channels on YouTube

Subscribe to the channels that 
you’re interested in.

Click on “Subscriptions” 
to see videos from your 
channels. 
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Top 25 Genealogy YouTube Channels for 2023

1. Ancestry
2. Family History Fanatics
3. MyHeritage
4. FamilySearch
5. BYU Family History Library
6. Findmypast
7. Lisa Louise Cooke's Genealogy Gems
8. RootsMagicTV
9. LisaLisson.com
10. Family Tree Magazine
11. Browning Genealogy
12. DPL Western History/Genealogy
13. Amy Johnson Crow
14. GenealogyAdventures
15. AncestryAU
16. Genealogical Society of Ireland GSI
17. FamilyTreeDNA
18. Legacy Family Tree Software
19. The In-Depth Genealogist
20. DearMYRTLE
21. Geni.com
22. ARodesky Genealogy
23. The NextGen Genealogy Network
24. Genealogy and You
25. McDonald Genealogy
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Source:  https://blog.feedspot.com/genealogy_youtube_channels/
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Pinterest for Genealogy

What is Pinterest?

• A free web site – need to create id and password

• A visual search engine that offers up results (pictures) that answer search queries
o Users can upload and view images (“pins”) and other media (e.g. video, animations)

• An organization tool
o Helps you find, save & organize pictures – create your own categories (i.e. by ancestor, by 

location, by family, by free genealogy resources, by software product, etc.)

• A business tool – sales of services, software, books and other relevant items

• 463M monthly active users (April 2023) 
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What should you do first?

Sign up for a free 
Pinterest account

Select topics that 
interest you

Search for topics 
or people whose 
“pins” you’d like 
to follow

Genealogy-related boards to follow:

o Ancestry Official
o FamilySearch
o Family Tree DNA
o US National Archives
o MyHeritage
o Find my past
o 23andMe
o Museum of Jewish Heritage
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Then you’ll start 
receiving regular emails 
with “pins” that may 
interest you…

• Click on a pin to:

• Read articles
• Find maps
• View videos
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Here are a few pins that caught my eye…

Article

Map
Article
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Video



Here’s another pin that I was interested in…

This article piqued my interest in learning 
how to use Google Image Search

http://livingwithbeth.com/identify-people-old-photos-using-google-image-search/
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Genealogy Images – “reverse image search”

If you have already an image and you want to know where that image came from, try performing a “reverse 
image search”

Go to Google Images: https://www.google.com/imghp

Search by image

Upload the image
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Download Google Translate (free) from the App Store (Apple) or 
Google Play (Android)

Go to the App Store

“Get” (install) 
Google Translate

Launch the App Click on the camera to take a 
picture of the printed text that you 
want to translate
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Google Translate will give a fairly good translation….immediately!
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What should you do first?

Sign up for a free 
Twitter account

• Select your 
interest areas 
from the list

• Add your own 
interest areas

Start following 
people or 
organizations “Of course, you don’t ever 

have to share (tweet) 
anything. You can just follow 
those of interest”
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Who should I follow?

• Whatever you are interested in…
• Genealogy organizations
• Speakers on the genealogy circuit
• Special Interest Groups (SIG)

39

1. Insert the person’s/organization’s name in the 
“Search Twitter” field.

2. Click “Follow”.



Some people & organizations who tweet on genealogy topics

• Ancestry
• FamilySearch
• Fold3
• MyHeritage
• Family Tree DNA News (genetic genealogy)
• Extreme Genes (weekly podcast)
• CeCe Moore (genetic genealogist)
• Diahan Southard (author of “Your DNA Guide”)
• Blaine Bettinger (genetic genealogist, author, lawyer)
• Roberta Estes (author of DNAeXplained blog)
• E Randol Schoenberg (Austria-Czech SIG chair, lawyer for “Woman in Gold”)
• David Allen Lambert (chief genealogist at New England Historic Genealogical Society)
• Judy Russell (author of the “Legal Genealogist” blog)
• Henry Louis Gates Jr. (Harvard professor, host of “Finding Your Roots”)
• WDYTYA (“Who Do You Think You Are”)
• Dick Eastman (author of Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter)
• Crista Cowan (Genealogist for Ancestry.com – “The Barefoot Genealogist”)
• Brooke Schreier Ganz (Reclaim the Records)
• Find my past (UK family history website)
• Living DNA (family history website)
• Association of Professional Genealogists 
• Legacy Family Tree
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What happens after you follow people?

• You’ll get a daily email with links to recent tweets from those you follow
• Some may be related to genealogy; other tweets may be expressing the author’s opinion on whatever is on 

their mind
• Read the tweet – link to an article, video, podcast, photos, etc.
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Artificial Intelligence 
for Genealogy
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Artificial Intelligence

Q: What is artificial intelligence (AI)?
A: Computer systems able to perform tasks normally 

requiring human intelligence.
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1956: John McCarthy coins the term “artificial intelligence”.

1980s Neural networks developed - algorithm to enable 
computer to train itself”.

1997 IBM’s Deep Blue beats world chess champion Garry 
Kasparov in a chess match.

2011 IBM Watson beats champions Ken Jennings and Brad 
Rutter at Jeopardy.

2023 Rise in large language models (LLMs) such as Chat GPT, 
creates enormous change in performance of AI.

AI Milestones

Sources: Oxford Dictionary and https://www.ibm.com/topics/artificial-intelligence 43



There are a different AI tools for different purposes

4
4

To generate images To generate music

To generate softwareTo generate voices (text to speech)

To generate text (i.e. ChatGPT)



What is ChatGPT?
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It’s a Large Language Model (LLM) developed by OpenAI, a San Francisco-based AI company

There are many other AI companies, but we’re going to focus on ChatGPT

What is a Large Language Model?

• An algorithm that attempts to predict the most probable string of words based on training

• It’s a network of computers that have been trained with lots of data and provides you 
with words as outputs in response to your prompt or question.



“Most 
probable” is 
not…
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…Most factually correct – it doesn’t care about being 
factually correct!

…Most grammatically correct – it doesn’t care about 
grammar!

“Words, Not Facts”

Source: May, Jonathan, “Analysis: ChatGPT is great at what it’s designed to do.  You’re just using it wrong.” PBS Science
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/science/analysis-chatgpt-is-great-at-what-its-designed-to-do-youre-just-using-it-wrong



What is 
ChatGPT?



What is 
ChatGPT?
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How to get an OpenAI account
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Step 1: Go to: https://chat.openai.com/auth/login

Step 2: Click on Sign up

Step 3: Use your email address or continue with you Google 
or Microsoft account.

Step 4: If you used your email, set up a password, 
receive a verification email in your mailbox.  Click on 
the “Verify email address” to verify.

Step 5: Enter your name and “Continue”.



How to get an OpenAI account
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Step 6: Enter phone number and click “Send code”.

Step 7: Enter the 6-digit code you received on your phone.

Step 8: You’ve created an account.  You can use it for free.

Step 1: Go to the ChatGPT login page at 
https://chat.openai.com/auth/login. Click the “Log 
in” button.

Step 2: Choose one of these three login methods and 
complete the login procedure.

1. Email address  Continue  Password
2. Continue with Google
3. Continue with Microsoft

Step 3: You’re logged in (yay!).  Start using ChatGPT.

How to log in to ChatGPT



Creating a good prompt for ChatGPT

51Source: https://twitter.com/heybarsee/status/1654511432900255746

Marketer
Inventor

Therapist
Journalist

Advertiser
Copywriter

Ghostwriter
Accountant

Entrepreneur
Mindset Coach

Project Manager
Prompt Engineer

Website Designer
Best Selling Author

Chief Financial Officer

Act as a (ROLE)

Essay
Recipe
Article

Ad Copy
Headline
Analysis

Blog Post
Summary

Sales Copy
Video Script

SEO Keywords
Book Outline

Email Sequence
Social Media Post

Product Description

Create a (TASK)

A List
PDF
XML

HTML
Code

Graphs
A Table

Rich Text
Summary

Markdown
Word Cloud

Spreadsheet
Gantt Chart

Plain Text File

Show as (FORMAT)

Add (LIMITATIONS)
Specify Length
Add Sentences

Change Voice / Tone
Refine (ITERATE)

Add a link
Translate

Make the email shorter



Prompt 
(or Query) 
Examples
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Prompt #1 – How to cite genealogical resources – initial prompt
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Act as a (ROLE)

Create a (TASK)

Show as (FORMAT)

Add (LIMITATIONS)

Refine (ITERATE)



Prompt #1 – Citing sources – revised prompt
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Act as a (ROLE)

Create a (TASK)

Show as (FORMAT)

Add (LIMITATIONS)

Refine (ITERATE)



Prompt #2 - Draft a note to a 2nd cousin asking them to take a DNA test 
– initial query
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Act as a (ROLE)

Create a (TASK)

Show as (FORMAT)

Add (LIMITATIONS)

Refine (ITERATE)

Conclusion:

• Good first draft
• Language is too flowery



Prompt #2 refined: Shorten, less flowery language and then asked to 
add something about the risks of DNA testing (privacy).
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Act as a (ROLE)

Create a (TASK)

Show as (FORMAT)

Add (LIMITATIONS)

Refine (ITERATE)

• Quite good, but I’ll still edit
• Took less time to create than 

starting from scratch



Prompt #3 - Write a story about an ancestor using the profile facts from 
Ancestry.com
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1. Copy all the Facts from the person’s 
profile.

2. Create a prompt and paste in the 
Facts from Ancestry.



Prompt #4 - Create a request for birth records to send to a Polish Archive

58

Refine prompt

Copy Polish letter and paste into your email  Send

Initial prompt



Prompt #4 Results 
= email to Polish 
Archive
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Do you have any hard-to-read handwritten historical documents?
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Transkribus text recognition converts to type and ChatGPT 
translates German death record from 1911
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Original – German 
script

Transkribus converts 
script ChatGPT translates.  Or 

you could use Google 
Translate. 



Prompt #5 – Find out historical events occurring in the lifetime of 
your ancestor that could have affected his/her life.
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My initial query….

…was interesting, but it 
included events that probably 
didn’t affect my ggf – i.e., 
California Gold Rush



Prompt #5 – Find out historical events occurring in the lifetime of 
your ancestor that could have affected his/her life.
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I refined my prompt…

…and the response was more pertinent to my ancestor’s 
life in Posen, Prussia



Prompt #6 - Please 
brainstorm a catchy 
title for this lecture
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Keeping track of your chats
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All your Chats are automatically named and stored in 
the Chat History.

Rename a Chat

1. In desired chat, 
Click on pencil icon 
and type in a new 
name.

2. Click the 
checkmark to 
confirm.

Delete a Chat

1. Click on 
trashcan.

2. Click the 
checkmark to 
confirm.



You can download ChatGPT to your iOS phone now 
(Android soon)
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Download from the Apple App 
Store or the Google Play Store

Search for a 
keyword to 
find one of 
your Chats



Summary – examples of Prompt “starters”
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• Please draft
• Please extract
• Please generate
• Please brainstorm
• Please provide information
• Please calculate
• Please translate
• Please help me remember
• Please help me learn
• Please transcribe

Image Source: https://lachief.io/103-awesome-chatgpt-promptsfree-chatgpt-prompts-that-will-help-your-writing/


