
BEYOND BORDERS, BEYOND 

NAMES 

UNEARTH YOUR IMMIGRANT 

ANCESTORS WITH HELP FROM 

FAMILYSEARCH.ORG 



INTRODUCTION

• Retired Human Resources Professional

• Professional Genealogy Certif icate – Boston 

University

• Maternal Polish Ancestry

• No family information until my Aunt Stella’s 

obituary in 2016 included my grandmother’s 

surname – led to f inding this family crest!



OBSTACLES:

CURRENT SURNAME SPELLING IS NOT 

THE ORIGINAL SURNAME

CURRENT “HOME” LOCATION NAME IS 

NOT THE SAME AS IT WAS WHEN 

YOUR ANCESTOR LIVED THERE

Eastern European records such 

as this are general ly un-indexed. 

Microf iche can be searched in the 

card catalog at Family 

Search.org



Overcoming the Obstacles



Start with the Family 
Search Research WIKI 

Find the Research WIKI and enter the location where 

you want to do research

How many of you already use the WIKI?

Today – Focusing on Galicia and Poland

Note the “Catalog” option – where un-indexed records 

may be found







FOLLOW THE 

RESEARCH 

FLOWCHART

After reviewing 

the WIKI, you 

are ready to 

begin…



Research flowchart  

Step 1 - Locate records that 

provide a location of origin or 

“home” location

•Immigration, naturalization records

•Family information, obituaries'

1

Step 2 - Find name of town 

during immigrant’s date of 

birth  

•Gesher Galicia

•Polish Gazetteers sites (consult WIKI)

2

Step 3 - Locate the town where 

records were kept 

• Birth town may not be where the records 

are located   

3



TARGET THE TOWN 

WHERE VITAL RECORDS 

WERE KEPT

NOT THE TOWN YOUR 

ANCESTOR WAS BORN!



CASE STUDY 



1. MAX BLITZ IMMIGRATED IN ABOUT 1913 FROM 

GALICIA. (WIFE’S NATURALIZATION). NO 

IMMIGRATION RECORD. HAS NATURALIZATION INDEX 

CARD ONLY.

2. RACE WAS LISTED AS “HEBREW”

3. CONFLICTING DATES OF BIRTH 1889-1890 

4. WWI REGISTRATION LISTS BIRTHPLACE AS 

CZORTKOV, GELEIZIA, AUSTRIA

5. NAMES OF PARENTS FROM MARRIAGE RECORD



Step 1 Complete  

Step 1 - Locate Records that 

provide a location of origin or 

“home” locations

•Immigration, naturalization records

•Family information, obituaries'

1

Step 2- Find name of town 

during immigrant’s date of 

birth  

•Gesher Galicia

•Polish Gazetteers sites (consult WIKI)

2

Step 3 - Locate the town where 

records were kept 

• Birth town may not be where the records 

are located   

3



Gesher Galicia

WIKI recommended this site 



Free of Charge Site – Donations optional







Step 2 and 3 Complete  

Step 1 - Locate Records that 

provide a location of origin or 

“home” locations

•Immigration, naturalization records

•Family information, obituaries'

1

Step 2- Find name of town 

during immigrant’s date of 

birth  

•Gesher Galicia

•Polish Gazetteers sites (consult WIKI)

2

Step 3 - Locate the town where 

records were kept 

• Birth town may not be where the records 

are located   

3



RECORDS FOR CZORTKOW
Card Catalog Selection in FamilySearch.org





Records are in Ukrainian. Can also be in 

Russian or Polish. With 866 slides, must be 

able to easily find the town of Czortkow.  



SCROLL THROUGH 

MICROFICHE UNTIL 

YOU VIEW YOUR 

LOCATION WHICH 

WAS SLIDE 48 OF 

866



Found 
Chane Blitz 

death 

record -1.5 
yrs old.  

No birth
record for 

Max in 

1889-1890 



Next Steps

Order Social Security Application 

Order Naturalization June 18,1924 

in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania

Follow Up on Central Archives - Kiev



EXAMPLES OF 

BEYOND NAMES 

AND BEYOND 

PLACES

Galicia and Poland



PRACTICE WITH 

NAMES OF 

TOWNS - 

GALICIA



YAKABUVKA 

=JAKOBOWKA

(GESHER GALICIA)



PRACTICE WITH 

NAMES OF 

TOWNS - 

GALICIA

(FROM 

PASSENGER 

MANIFEST)



RYMANOW

Isaac Rabi’s 

birthplace



Dominik Jasczynski, indexed 
naturalization card

Husband of my first 
(once removed) cousin

Citation information

Detail
The National Archives in Washington, DC; Washington, 

DC; Index, 1906-1966 Petitions For Naturalization, 
U.S. District Court, Western Dist. of New York, 
M1677; Microfilm Serial: M1677; Microfilm Roll: 8









Katherine 

Boczkaj

My grandmother’s 
niece…  

Naturalization 
of husband 
states she is 
from Swilcza, 
Poland



SWILCZA, POLAND 

RECORDS NOT 

AVAILABLE IN 

CARD CATALOG

What will the 

researcher do 

next?





Geneteka.com – free of charge 
website





Summary Use the Family 

Search WIKI 

Before Any Search

1

Follow the 

Research 

Flowchart

2

Use your instincts 

and consult 

history!

3

Use the Family 

Search Card 

Catalog

4



AND BE 

CONSISTENTLY 

CURIOUS!



THANK YOU

Terri Conway

conwayterri@gmail.com

702-875-5296

Family Search Center Volunteer

mailto:conwayterri@gmail.com
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