ASK THE EXPERTS

2016
1. We often see genealogy documents in a foreign language that are in the form of an image or handwritten. They are not subject to the usual online translations. Can we send these documents somewhere for a small fee or for free to someone who can read them in the native language and translate them into English? 

a. Napoleonic vs. columnar  formats

b. JGSSN’s View Mate

c. Family Searcg  wiki e.g. 
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Translation_Services
d. Google “free translation”

e. University /colleges language department

f. Ethnic churches or synagogues or members

g. Consulates 

h. Local cultural groups

i. Place an add in newspaper

j. Ask other members in a Society

k. Ask at a  to local ethnic restaurant/deli

l. Post a query on a message board

3) How can one obtain Russian records from the 1800’s? 


Russia?  Really?  

a) Family Search (16 Russian databases)
b) FamilySearch.org Wiki Coverage Table https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Russia_Deaths_and_Burials,_Coverage_Table_%28FamilySearch_Historical_Records%29
c) FamilySearch.org: Russia Online Genealogy Records at: https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Russia_Online_Genealogy_Records  

d) World Vital Records at: http://www.worldvitalrecords.com/contentsearch.aspx?p=Russia&rt=vital
e) Russian Genealogy (links) at: http://www.genealogylinks.net/europe/russia/
f) Cyndi’s list (Eastern Europe, B,M,D)
g) Find Russian Heritage: http://www.findrussianheritage.com/
h) Ancestry.com World Wide (27  Russian databases) (Free at the FSL)
i) Jewishgen.org: Jewish Religious Personnel in Russia, 1853-54
j) Google “RUSSIAN GENEALOGY RECORDS 1800'S”
5) What are some of the effects of the Gregorian calendar change on genealogy research & records; differences of concerns between the Hebrew calendar & the Gregorian & Julian calendars? 

PART 1—Julian to Gegorian Calender Conversions

a) Different countries (even different cities within countries) switched from Julian to Gregorian at different times.   See Steve Morse’s web page: http://stevemorse.org/jcal/julian.html 
b) Original function of a calendar: to keep the seasons of the year fixed and predictable!
a. Earth’s annual rotation is 365.2422 earth days.  That causes problems:
i. Rounding  down causes seasons to drift later and later

ii. Rounding up causes seasons to drift sooner and sooner

b. Several variations existed for 16 centuries
c. In 45 BC Julius Cesar established the first stable calendar with a “Leap Year” concept but was implemented incorrectly (3 instead of 4)
d. Corrected by Augustus Cesar in 44 BC; known as the Julian Calendar but that still didn’t entirely correct the problem of “season drift” 

e. In 1582 Pope Gregory XIII corrected part of the problem by eliminating 10 days from the calendar.   He also decreed that every 400 years 3 leap years would be eliminated.  And, later, he decreed that the Number-Change Day must occur on Jan 1.  This resulted in the Gregorian calendar.
f. Different countries, different religions, and different U.S. states adopted in different years from 1582 to 1927.  The longer the delay, the bigger the difference.
Year adopted


Difference (days)
1582



10

1700 – 1800



11

1800 – 1900



12

1900 – 2100



13

c) BOTTOM LINE:  USE THE CONVERSION TOOL AT STEVEMORSE.ORG!!  (
PART 2: Effect on the Hebrew Calendar
a) Use the Steve Morse conversion tool to convert the Hebrew calendar to / from either Julian or Gegorian at: http://stevemorse.org/jcal/jcal.html
b) Another tool for other religions at: https://www.fourmilab.ch/documents/calendar/
8) How does one find a passenger arrival record of a person/family from the 1890’s when you have looked at ALL the ports on the East Coast & Canada? 


a) ?ALL the ports?  See: http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=8758


b) More than 300 U. S. ports possible


c) ASSUMING true, identify possibilities based on first location identified (but consider train travel)


d) Family Search immigration



i. Go to FS, click on Search


ii. Click on “Browse all Published Collections”


iii. On the left, click on U.S. > 1850 – 1899 > Migration (67 collections)

iv. Click on desired state

v. Learn how to “Browse Images”

(Some by alpha, county, record number, surname phonetics).

e)  Book:  “Forgotten Doors: The other Ports of Entry to the United States by Nov 1988
by M. Mark Stolarik  (Amazon $499.59 5—All used)  Only covers 7 ports, 4 not in East Coast. BUT opies available at 5 CA libraries and UNLV per World Cat. Borrow by Interlibrary loan.  
f) Ancestry.com has a HUGE article at http://c.ancestry.com/cs/media/social-research-us-major-ports.pdf
g) Don’t neglect “Border Crossing” and Passport records
h) Consider “Cluster Genealogy” – people often travelled in groups.

i) Stevemorse.org

j) Ancestry.com (157 databases under “Passenger Lists” 

k) http://www.genealogybranches.com/arrivalports.html (by ethnic group)
l) http://www.genesearch.com/ports.html  (every state)
m) NARA microfilms (1820-1959).  See: http://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/passenger-arrival.html#film
n) 1820 -1957:For a very comprehensive list, including border crossings see: http://www.genesearch.com/ports.html
o) 1800’s: ISTC at: http://www.immigrantships.net/1800/
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

p) 1700’s: ISTC at: http://immigrantships.net/1700/
q) 1600’s: For a list of more than 7100 families on 290 ships coming to America in the 1600’s, see: http://www.packrat-pro.com/ships/shiplist.htm
r) 1400’s: For ships from 1400 to present, see: http://www.olivetreegenealogy.com/ships/tousa1400-1600.shtml
