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Point at a country and choose from the pop-up menu.

For the past 18 months, I have been updating and enhancing the RTRF website with two new surname databases as
well as a major update to the maps and images sections on the website.

Introduction to Surname Databases

The link to the Surname Databases is on the Home Page menu on the left. A click on Surname Databases goes to
the Introduction page at https://www.rtrfoundation.org/Inintro.shtml.

Please review the RTRF Surname Database Introduction page first. Then note the links to the two different
databases: Standard Surname Database and OCR Surname Database.
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Together, the Standard Surname Database
and the OCR Surname Database contain a
diverse variety of record collections. .

Standard Surname Database includes:

* Names lists from historians and

heads of Jewish communities g
* Name lists from books .
* Name lists from various archives

OCR Surname Database includes:

* Business Directories & Address .
Calendars

* Telephone books

* Names lists from books and archives

Birth, marriage, death and divorce records
Census lists & family lists

School records

Property records

Voter lists

Notary records

Local government records

Immigration records

Holocaust lists (both victims & survivors)
Kahal lists (Jewish community/society lists)
Pogrom documents

Business directories

Rabbinic records

Hospital records

Passport documents

Business documents (lists of shops and
factories, along with their owners)
Telephone books

Military records

Police files

Tax lists

Occupation lists

Many of the collections in this database are not online elsewhere

years and continues to this day.

The Collection Description (CD) links are available with each search result and they range in length from 1-10
pages. Each CD is different from the others (no template used). These CD pages often include a short reference to
my first visit to that town, how | happened to acquire the collection; multiple photos (both current and pre-World
War | from my collection), document examples, images of people | worked with in that town and links to other

. Some were provided by heads of local Jewish
communities; a significant number of the collections was given to me by directors of various archives through the

resources for that town. These links are usually ones not so familiar to the researcher.

Collection Description Example: Bialystok, Poland
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Standard Surname Search

Example: A search for the surname “Rabkin” yields many different record types. Select the desired record
collection. In this example, Belarus Army Recruits is of interest. The specific search result summarizes the key
information and, in this case, provides a link to the list of Jewish Army Recruits, along with an English translation
of the Cyrillic document.

MINSK HISTORICAL ARCHIVES
Vitebsk Jewish Community / 1874

ALPHABET LIST / File #2531

Belarus Army Recruits
Surname |RABKIN
Given Name |Abram
Tsalko RABKIN
Father's Given Name|Kalman |
Birth-Year | Abnan
Record-Type |Army/Recruits Sholom
Description ||List of Jewish men
Year (1874 Shmuil RABKIN
Town ||Vitebsk s
District |\Vitebsk
lProvince }Vitebsk Lt A
Country |Belarus
Fond |[NHAB Minsk/2496/1/2531
Page 141 ‘
[Family 111606
Summary |[Vitebsk_R12-13
Image llclick to view
Surnamesearch |IRABKIN
Source: www.rtrfoundation.org
Miriam Weiner Routes to Roots Foundation
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Here are a few examples of the types of documents you may find:
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Death Record, 1535
Rejowiec, Poland

Transport List to Majdanek, 1942

Lublin, Poland

Notary Record, 1942
Frysztak, Poland

List of Jews from villages
in Lvow region, 1932
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Marriage Announcement, 1306

nasterzyska, Ukraine

Property Record, 1891
Pultusk, Poland

Will (probate document), 1906

MNowy Korczyn, Poland

Sample page from a Pinkas
Sudilkov, Ukraine, 1858
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OCR Search: Business Directories & Telephone Books

I ha.Vf: acqglred numerous te!ephon.e gnd The Miriam Weiner —
business directories, mostly in Cyrillic. The Routes to Roots Foundation
website has a tool that allows you to type the
surname in Latin charac.te.rs and it automatically @ Baccath | O Contalie Matdh
converts the text to Cyrillic and searches
. . . » - P
through the Cyrillic documents in the database. Séarely Steing (Liatin Letterd): | |Shapies e
Search String (Cyrillic Letters)| [Wanupo _ Search
While the search results appear in Cyrillic, just

right click in Google Chrome or Microsoft Edge and it will automatically translate the results:

1973 Berachav Telephone Drectory v 1973 Beedichov Tolophone Dwectory v
ProvPage  fage 213v  Noxt Page Prov Page  Page 213 v [Next Page
Geot Page Scan Got Page Scan
umage 213 image 213
*‘l“"‘} M. T, Hynapux \ I, Iynpux !,’ IL, Uyx IL M., yxzeGos A AChumak M.G.. Chupana A.G.. Chuprin VL, Chukh L. M., Chukhlebov
1L, WisGexssumx A. A LliaGanit B. 3., HaGaxos H. H., lHlasen E. € AL, Shabelaik A A Shabliy V. 3., Shabanov NN, Shavel ES
Waspaznzit B. B Uitz B. B., Wazeioo A. 1., Waseen C. I, Whaase Shavratskiy V.V.Shada VIV, Shaleako A D., Shamets S.G., Shanus LE
IL E., Wasase A M., Wasene J1 1L, Wanarin A. C., Wamupo B. C., Shamis Ya M. Shamis D.L. Shapatia A.S . Vs YaMl
- bapatia / piro Ya.)
Wanpo 4 ‘“; Lazipo P. €., MWlamane 7T IL. Wapimos B. T 3 R.S., Shapkia L1, Sharipov V.G., Shargorodsky V1., Sharko VM
Laproposcxait B. 11, Llapso B. M., lapos B. C., Wlapiecxsit E. P Sharov V'S, Shariasky E.R. Shatua T.V., Shatugov LA. , Shafer Yal
Laryx T. B, Wlarymos 11 A, Wiadep A JL. Trepasmcsoro, 3, xs Dzerzhinsky, 3, apt. Mira, 7, apt. 3 Mira, 7, apt. 18 Leain, $a, ape. 3 Lenia,
Muzpa, 7. xs. 3 Muzpa, 7, x». 18 JTestumna, Sa, x». 3 JTesama, 262, x8 3. K 262, apt 3. K. Liebknecht. 1372 apt. 7 Kamastoyasova, 18, apt. 23
/lsGanexra, 1372, x». 7 Kapacromiosoit, 18, k3. 23 Koroscxoro, Sla. xs Kotoy .,L\, S1a, apt. 28 Muromskaya, 7, apt. 31 Malozhitomirskaya, 31
28 Myposcxa, 7. k3. 31 Mazoaarroszpexas, 31 Opyroe. 18, xs. 4 Frunze, 18, apt. 4 MYUDa, §, ape. S 1 uppova, Sa, apt. 26 Shevebeako, 4,
MIO s, S, x». 8 /Tynnosa, Sa, xs. 26 Llestenxo, 4, x3. 6 Coeprrosa, 13, apt. 6 Sverdlova, 13, apt. 4 Knasin, 172, apt. 3 Novoivanovskaya, 1a, apt
xs. 4 Kpacuxa, 12, x». 3 Hosonsasoscsax, 1a, xs. 59 Jlesnea, 262 59 Lenin, 262, bidg. 3, apt. 3 Molodogvardeyskaya, 4 5q. 31 K
xopre. 3, 8. 3 Mosozorsapaeficxax. 4 x». 31 K. /lnbxnexra, 10, xs. 19 Licbkneche, 10, ape. 19 Lenin, 2372, bldg. | 5q. § Koroleako, 34, apt. 12
Aewania, 2372, xopn. | x». § Kopaseiow, 34, x». 12 Jlewnea, 14, xs. 25 Lenin, 14, apt. 25 Korolenko, 34, apt. 11 Novosvanovskaya, la, apt. S8
Kopasenso, 34, xs. 11 Hosousaoscxax, 1a, xs. S8 Caeparoms, 172, x5 Sverdlova, 1772, apt. I lane. Kotlyarevsky, S, ape. $9 Kotovsky, SS, apt. 29
I nep. Korapescxoro, 8, xs. 59 Koroscaoro, S5, xs. 29 Jlesnna, 352, Leain, 3572, apt
K8, 2 2-52-10 2-14-81 2-16-23 2-36-11 2-19-52 1l 2-14-74 2-30-39 2. . )
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Before clicking “Translate to English After clicking “Translate to English
Three different map collections:
* Joint Operations Graphic (JOG) Maps e —— p—
N A inaamy
o Produced by U.S. Department of Defense TN D feaneiinacanns

Aeronautical Chart and Information Center, and in
English!

o Belarus, Poland, Lithuania, Ukraine, Moldova, and
portions of Romania and Hungary

o Very detailed — small villages, roads, railways, oil
wells, geographic features, industrial buildings, etc.

*  Town and Region Maps
o Historic and modern-era maps
o Acquired from local town mayors, town architects,
historians
o Soviet town plans

*  Collection of diverse maps — examples:

o Partitions of Poland
Major Jewish Communities (of Poland in 1931)
Galician and Polish Administrative Districts
Pale of Jewish Settlement
Jews of Bukovina on the Eve of the War
Minsk Ghetto
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